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President's Corner 
By Tim Balunis, Sr. 

CDR U.S. Coast Guard (Retired) 
 

Our Chapter has experienced the passing of two past Presidents who had 

contributed much in support of our Mission. Colonel Pat Cunningham (USA 

Ret.) and Colonel Ken Braunbach (USA Ret.) continued to provide guidance and 

share their wisdom. Pat is the only person to serve twice as WNY Chapter 

President as well as President of the New York State Council of Chapters. In 

addition to being our dear friend and mentor, Pat touched many through a variety of activities 

and his prominent capacity as Executive Director of the Buffalo and Erie County Naval and 

Military Park. Colonel Cunningham was laid to rest at the Arlington National Cemetery on 13 

August. Ken who was our immediate past President has had health issues which limited his 

direct participation. He did continue as a mentor via phone and email. Both will be missed. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with them and their families. 

 

The Chapter had funded several American flags at the Healing Field Flag ceremony at Gratwick 

Park in North Tonawanda. The flags were dedicated in the name of victims 

of the attacks of 11 September in 2001. The Chapter funded flags in 

memory of several dedicated members of the Chapter. The Flag intended 

for Chief Warrant Officer William Dolce (USA ret) was presented to his 

widow, Angie Dolce by JoAnne Lichwala, my wife, Ingrid and I during a 

luncheon in her senior citizen residence. What a truly remarkable lady! 

 

Our Garden Party with the Royal Niagara Military Institute (RNMI) from Ontario was conducted 

at the Naval and Military Park. The featured speaker, Mrs. Stephanie Vogel provided a very 

interesting and informative presentation regarding the lighthouses of Buffalo. It was great to 

gather and socialize at the landmark park on Buffalo’s waterfront. 

 

We have just concluded the 45
th

 NYS Council of Chapters Convention at the Fort William Henry 

Conference Center in Lake George. This uplifting, patriotic event was 

something to remember. During this episode, our Chapter received another 

Four-Star Level of Excellence Award by LTGen Dana Atkins, President of 

MOAA. Following the newly adopted format, no one Chapter carries the 

burden of hosting and producing these gatherings. This Convention was 

actually planned and produced through the cooperative efforts of volunteers 

from several chapters across the state. I served as Chairman, but was utterly amazed and 

impressed by all of the members of the Team. In particular, LCOL Norma Weissend USAF 

(Genesee Valley Chapter), Major Skip Bebernitz (Capitol District Chapter) and Colonel Ben 

Margolius (Southern Tier Chapter/ Council President) were truly awesome. Sooo many details! 

There were actually many others who stepped up to help carry the load together. What a pleasure 

to work with them and get to know them so much better!  
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Next year, the 46
th

 Annual Convention will 

take place here in Western NY at the US Air 

Force Base in Niagara Falls. The Convention 

Committee needs interested people to step 

forward. Please contact me if you are 

interested (Balunis@roadrunner.com) 

 
On 12 November, we will observe Veterans 

Day with some annual activities. A tailgate 

party will be hosted by us at the Freedom Hall 

at the VA Medical Center at 1300. Pizza, 

wings, soda and fresh baked goods are on the 

menu. Later that afternoon, we’ll convene our 

annual Vets Day dinner and concert. The 

Dinner part will start at 1630 at Pane’s 

Restaurant in North Tonawanda. The concert, 

featuring the award-winning American Legion 

Band of the Tonawandas (Post 264) will 

follow at the Riviera Theater in North 

Tonawanda. Please see the Flyer and 

communicate your intentions accordingly 

(Balunis@roadrunner.com). 

 
In accordance with our Chapter By-Laws, my 

second term as Chapter President is coming to 

an end. It is time to pass the baton to a new 

leader. Thank you for supporting MOAA’s 

objectives and our Chapter’s Mission. This 

will be my last call as President to you to come 

and get involved with your Chapter. The 

potential slate of Officer’s will be published 

and circulated via snail mail to you. During 

our Annual meeting in December, you will 

have an opportunity to vote on the candidates 

(or to nominate others). We have a truly 

excellent website; www.wnymoaa.org 

(thanks to CAPT Mike Concannon (USN Ret) 

our talented webmaster). Please go to it for 

anything you may want to know about MOAA 

or our Chapter. 

 
This is not “Good by” from me by any means, 

but I would like to thank you for serving our  

 

 

 

great country and continuing to Serve 

Together in MOAA. God Bless America! 
 

 

Personal Affairs 
By Richard A. Scalfani 

CWO4 U.S. Army (Retired) 
 

TAPS: 

 

COL Kenneth J. Braunbach Sr., USA (Ret.) 

Passed away on September 30, 2017. 
 

He received his Bachelors of Science degree 

from SUNY Brockport and his Masters degree 

in Education from SUNY Buffalo. He taught 

at Emmet Belknap School in the Lockport 

school system for 34 years. He coached girls’ 

Varsity and Junior Varsity volleyball teams, as 

well as coached baseball and football at the 

varsity level.  
 

He enlisted in the US Army in 1955, and was 

stationed in Europe. After college, he was 

Commissioned as an Officer in the Army 

Reserves and National Guard. He retired as a 

Colonel after serving our country for 38 years. 

He was the past Commander of the 152nd 

Engineer Group stationed at the Buffalo 

Connecticut Street Armory, the chapter 

President of the Military Officer's Association 

of America (MOAA) for Western NY and 

served on their Board of Directors.  
 

He stayed active with his small business 

ventures, traveling, and spending time visiting 

his children and grandchildren. An avid 

Buffalo Bills and New York Yankees fan, he 

enjoyed watching the games with his long-

time friends. He volunteered his time with 

many other state and local community boards 

and committees. Additionally, he was awarded 

a brevet to BG in the New York National 

Guard. 

 

mailto:Balunis@roadrunner.com
mailto:Balunis@roadrunner.com
http://www.wnymoaa.org/
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COL Patrick J. Cunningham, USA (Ret.)  

Died on March 24, 2017.  

 

Colonel Cunningham earned a bachelor’s 

degree in Sociology from Canisius College 

and went on to earn an MBA from Syracuse 

University in Comptrollership, in addition to 

completing U.S. Army Command and General 

Staff College.  

 

In addition to the Naval Park, Colonel 

Cunningham served numerous organizations in 

many capacities, including Past President of 

the Historic Naval Ships Assn., Past President 

of the Military Officers Assn. of Western New 

York, Navy League, and the New York State 

Council of Chapters. He also was active on the 

board of the Greater Niagara Frontier Council 

of the Boy Scouts of America, Vietnam 

Veterans of America, American Legion, and 

the Rotary Club of Buffalo. He also was a 

game official for high school basketball and 

football games in WNY for many years. Pat 

spent 30 years in the Army, retiring as a 

Colonel. He received numerous awards 

including the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star 

Medal, Meritorious Service Medal and Army 

Commendation Medal. His Army career drew 

to a close with his final assignment at Fort Ben 

Harrison in Indianapolis, IN. Colonel 

Cunningham will be remembered in Buffalo 

for his tireless efforts at building the Buffalo 

Naval Park into the wonderful education and 

historic attraction it is today. He was 

instrumental in moving the park from its 

former site underneath the Skyway to its 

beautiful current location.  

 

Col Gordon Gannon, Jr., USMC (Ret.) 

Died on March 7, 2017 

 

In one capacity or another, Col Gannon's 

Service to our Nation spanned from 1951 to at 

least 1992. Commissioned in 1954, he held  

 

 

several command positions in the US Marine 

Corps/Reserves, including: Motor Transport 

Officer with the 2nd Marine Division; 

Company Commander at MCRTD, Parris 

Island; Commanding Officer, 8th Tank 

Battalion in Rochester. He retired from the 

U.S. Marine Corps with the rank of Colonel in 

1985. In addition, in 1977 Col Gannon was 

commissioned a Colonel in the New York 

Naval Militia (NYNM), and in 1985 was 

promoted to Brigadier General. During his 

service from 1985-1992 with the NYNM, BG 

Gannon served as Mobilization Officer for all 

Marines in New York State for state duty. 

During his career, Col Gannon held 

memberships and leadership positions in the 

Marine Corps League, Marine Corps Reserve 

Officers Association, Naval Reserve 

Association, WNY Armed Forces Committee, 

and was a 20-year member of the Royal 

Canadian Military Institute. 

 

LTC Lavern F. Fassl, USA (Ret.)  

Passed on December 20, 2016. 

 

LTC Fassl, was the retired director of student 

activities and associate dean of students at 

Canisius College. Born in Buffalo, he was a 

graduate of Bennett High School and Canisius 

College, where he received a bachelor’s degree 

in history in 1957. A Reserve Officer Training 

Corps distinguished military graduate, he 

attended the U.S. Army Joint Staff College and 

had a 20-year career in the Army, attaining the 

rank of lieutenant colonel. He commanded a 

special missile unit during the Cuban Missile 

Crisis and earned a Bronze Star for his service 

in the Vietnam War. Returning to Canisius, he 

earned master’s degrees in arts in history and 

physical education and, as an administrator, 

inspired a generation of students. He retired in 

1998. An award for outstanding student 

organization at Canisius is named in his honor. 

A parishioner at St. Gregory the Great  



 
 

 

Western New York Fall 2017 Newsletter 

 

 

Catholic Church, he served on the finance 

committee. 

 

LtCol Richard W. Rugg, USAF (Ret.)  

Died on September 14, 2017 

 

Served in WWII, Korea and Vietnam in 

several command positions. He worked in the 

Holland Central School District and served as 

a teacher, vice principal, and soccer coach. He 

also taught drivers education. 

 

MAJ Richard E. Pyne, USA (Ret.) 

Passed on August 23, 2017 

 

A veteran of WWII, he continued his service 

in the USAR. He retired from the U.S. 

Customs Service. MAJ Pyne was 92 at the 

time of his death and resided in a nursing 

home. 
 

 

WELL WISHES: 
 

We wish a quick recovery to Delores Peters 

who is temporarily wheelchair bound due a 

recent broken hip. 
 

 

ITEM OF INTEREST:  

ONCE A SOLIDER, ALWAYS A SOLDIER . 

. . A SOLDIER FOR LIFE 
 

 

CHANGES ARE COMING TO TRICARE 
WASHINGTON—Changes are coming to 

your TRICARE benefits beginning Jan. 1, 

2018. These changes will give you more 

benefit choices, improving your access to care 

and simplifying cost shares. The best way to 

prepare is to update your information in 

DEERS, sign up for TRICARE benefit 

updates, and visit the TRICARE Changes 

webpage. 

 

 

 

Region Consolidation  
Currently, there are three TRICARE regions in 

the U.S. to include TRICARE North, South 

and West. The TRICARE North and South 

regions will combine to form TRICARE East, 

while TRICARE West will remain mostly 

unchanged. Two new contractors, Humana 

Military and Health Net Federal Services, will 

administer these regions. This change will 

allow better coordination between the military 

hospitals and clinics and the civilian health 

care providers in each region. 

 
TRICARE Select  

A new program, TRICARE Select will replace 

TRICARE Standard and TRICARE Extra both 

stateside and overseas. Stateside, TRICARE 

Select will be a self-managed, preferred 

provider network option. You will not be 

required to have a primary care manager 

(PCM) and therefore you can visit any 

TRICARE-authorized provider for services 

covered by TRICARE without a referral. An 

authorized provider is any individual, 

institution/organization, or supplier that is 

licensed by a state, accredited by national 

organization, or meets other standards of the 

medical community, and is certified to 

provide benefits under TRICARE. There are 

two types of TRICARE-authorized providers: 

Network and Non-Network. Overseas, 

TRICARE Overseas Select will be a preferred 

provider organization-styled plan that provides 

access to both network and non-network 

TRICARE authorized providers for medically 

necessary TRICARE covered services. To be 

medically necessary means it is appropriate, 

reasonable, and adequate for your condition. 

TRICARE Select adopts a number of 

improvements, including additional preventive 

care services previously only offered to 

TRICARE Prime beneficiaries. 
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TRICARE Prime 
TRICARE Prime is a managed care program 

option. An assigned PCM provides most of 

your care. When you need specialty care, your 

PCM will refer you to a specialist. Active duty 

service members and their family members do 

not pay anything when referred to a network 

provider by their PCM. All others pay annual 

enrollment fees and network copayments. 

 
Enrollment 
All current TRICARE beneficiaries will be 

automatically enrolled into plans on January 1, 

2018 as long as they are eligible. TRICARE 

Prime enrollees will remain in TRICARE 

Prime. TRICARE Standard and Extra 

beneficiaries will be enrolled in TRICARE 

Select. During 2018, you can choose to enroll 

in or change coverage plans. Enrollment will 

move to a calendar year open enrollment 

period beginning in the fall of 2018, during 

which active enrollment will be required for 

coverage for the following year. The open 

enrollment period will begin on the Monday of 

the second full week in November and run 

through the Monday of the second full week in 

December of each calendar year. 

 

In the coming months, more information will 

be available at www.tricare.mil/changes.  

 
2017 NDAA Reserve Component SBP 

Beneficiary Changes 
The 2017 National Defense Authorization Act 

(NDAA 2017) changed the beneficiary rules 

for two categories of Reserve Soldiers whose 

death was in a non-duty status. The law did not 

change the calculation of the survivor benefit 

annuity for the survivors of these Soldiers. The 

SBP annuity will be calculated based on the 

member’s pay entry base date and the 

retirement points. 

 

 

 

The first category affected by the law is 

Soldiers who die in a nonduty status and are 

qualified for a Reserve non-regular retirement, 

but never received the notification of 

eligibility for non-regular retirement (20-year 

letter). The second category is Soldiers who 

died in a non-duty status, had received a 

notification of eligibility for non-regular 

retirement, were within the 90-day period to 

make a Reserve Component Survivor Benefit 

Plan election (RCSBP), and had not made the 

RCSBP election prior to their death.  

The law changed the beneficiary rules for the 

survivors of these Soldiers as follows:  

1. Effective Dec. 23, 2016, surviving 

spouses who lose survivor benefit 

eligibility for any reason will have the 

survivor benefit go to any eligible 

children. The effective date of the child 

annuity will be on or after Dec. 23, 2016. 

DFAS will automatically make the 

change. Address any questions to DFAS 

at (800) 321-1080.  

2. Spouses may request to be excluded from 

the survivor benefit and the survivor 

benefit will go to eligible children. This 

is beneficial if a spouse’s survivor 

benefit is offset dollar for dollar when 

the spouse also receives dependency and 

indemnity compensation (DIC) paid by 

the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

There is no offset of a child’s survivor 

benefit by DIC. Contact HRC at (502) 

613-8950 for additional information or 

assistance.  

3. When there is no one else eligible for 

survivor benefits at the death of the 

Soldier, an election may be made by the 

Service for someone otherwise not 

eligible for survivor benefits but 

authorized an ID card under US Code,  

 

http://www.tricare.mil/changes
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Title 10, Section 1072(2) as the deceased 

Soldier’s dependent. For additional 

information or assistance concerning this 

survivor bene t election, contact HRC at 

(502) 613-8950. 

 

Annual Consent for Automatic Prescription 

Refills began Sept. 1, 2017 
Beginning September1, 2017, Express Scripts 

will need annual consent from patients who 

want to receive automatic refills of their 

maintenance medications enrolled in 

TRICARE Pharmacy Home Delivery. This 

means that just before one of your 

prescriptions runs out of refills, Express 

Scripts will reach out to you to know if you 

would like your doctor to be contacted to 

renew the prescription and if you’d like to 

continue in the automatic refill program. If not, 

Express Scripts will not refill your 

prescription.  

 

“This new process gives beneficiaries more 

control over their medications and keeps the 

convenience of automatic refills,” said Amy 

Aldighere, Express Scripts Sr. Director – DoD 

Program Management. “It also makes it easier 

to opt out of the auto refill program and helps 

to prevent beneficiaries from receiving 

medications that they no longer need or 

shouldn’t receive.”  

 

What to Expect 
When the last refill of a medication enrolled in 

the Automatic Refill program ships, Express 

Scripts will reach out to you by telephone 

and/or email (depending on the preference you 

indicated) and ask the following:  

Would you like Express Scripts to reach out to 

your doctor for a new prescription? Do you 

want to keep your medication enrolled in the 

auto refill program?  

 

 

 

 

How to Respond  
Express Scripts will not re-enroll your 

medication unless they hear from you. You 

have several ways to respond:  

 

Online at Express-Scripts.com/TRICARE 

Via the automated phone call from Express 

Scripts OR by calling an Express Scripts 

Patient Care Advocate (PCA) at (877) 363-

1303  

 

If Express Scripts does not receive your 

consent within 10 days of reaching out to you, 

they will remove your medication from the 

auto refill program. However, re-enrolling is 

simple. You can re-enroll your medication at 

any time online, or through a PCA.  

 

For more information or if you have 

questions, go to the Express Scripts website. 

You can also call Express Scripts at (877) 

363-1303 to speak with a PCA.  
 

Reporting the Death of a Retired Soldier 

Contact the Department of the Army Casualty 

and Mortuary Affairs Operations Center 

anytime by calling (800) 626-3317. You will 

be immediately referred to a local Casualty 

Assistance Center, who will report the death to 

the Defense Finance and Accounting Service 

to stop retired pay and initiate the survivor 

benefits process. When reporting the death, 

please provide as much of the information 

below as you have:  

 Full name 

 Next of kin information 

 Social security number and/or service 

number  

 Circumstances surrounding the death 

 Retirement date 

 Copy of the death certificate. 

 

 

 

http://express-scripts.com/TRICARE
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 Retired rank (important to provide 

proof of retired rank to update the rank 

stated on the DD214 i.e., promotion 

order,) assignment order or any official 

order showing federal appointed rank). 

 Copy of the Statement of Service (last 

DD Form 214). 

 
No Cost Shots at Walgreens 

Flu Season is here! Veterans protect 

yourselves and get a NO COST flu shot! The 

cold and flu season is upon us and the 

Department of Veterans Affairs has once again 

teamed up with Walgreens Pharmacies 

nationwide to allow all veterans who are 

currently enrolled in the VA healthcare system 

to be able walk into any of the over 8000 

Walgreens nationally (and the Duane Reade 

pharmacies in the New York metropolitan 

area) to receive a vaccination at no cost. 

Vaccinations will be available through March 

31, 2018.Veterans wishing to receive the no 

cost vaccination simply need to present a 

Veterans Identification Card and a photo ID, at 

any participating Walgreens to receive the 

vaccination. 

 
The Group ID is: VAFLU. In addition, after 

the Walgreens pharmacist administers the 

vaccine Walgreens will transmit that 

information securely to VA where it 

becomes part of the patient’s electronic 

medical record. VA is committed to keeping 

Veteran patients healthy, and during this flu 

season, vaccination is the best way to prevent 

the spread of flu. 

 
Long Term Care w/TFL - Overview 

Like Medicare Supplemental Insurance, 

TRICARE for Life (TFL), formerly 

CHAMPUS, picks up where Medicare leaves 

off. TFL will pay the co-insurance and 

deductibles but does not pay for the monthly  

 

 

 

Medicare Part B premium. TFL serves as the 

secondary payer to minimize military retiree, 

seniors’ out-of-pocket expenses by covering 

Medicare's co-insurance and deductibles. Care 

is provided by a network of both military and 

civilian health professionals. Participants 

manage their TRICARE enrollment through 

the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting 

System known as DEERS, which can be done 

on their website. To enroll in TRICARE for 

Life, a veteran must confirm that their 

Medicare Part B status is current in DEERS. 

Their record will then show they are “eligible 

for TRICARE for Life.” 

 

Following is an overview of TFL's benefits 

which are relevant to caring for an aging 

individual: 

 

 Assisted Living / Senior Living -- TFL 

does not pay for long term care or 

custodial care as defined by assistance 

with activities of daily living such as 

bathing, dressing, feeding or 

supervision of the cognitively 

impaired. This type of care is not 

covered by TRICARE for Life 

regardless of the participant’s place of 

residence be that at home or in assisted 

living. 

 Skilled Nursing Homes -- TFL will pay 

for skilled nursing care to an extent. 

Like Medicare, there must be a medical 

condition that was treated in a hospital 

for three consecutive days, and the 

senior must be admitted to a skilled 

nursing facility within 30 days 

following discharge from the hospital. 

Medicare has a 100-day limit on skilled 

nursing and TFL will be the primary 

payer after that 100-day limit, but will 

not cover the full amount. Make note, 

pre-authorization is required. Co-

payment from the insurance holder in  
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the amount up to $250 / day should be 

expected. 

 Home Health Care -- For persons 

confined to their homes, who are 

unable to visit a medical facility 

without extensive assistance, TFL will 

cover home health visits for medical 

purposes but not to provide personal 

care. 

 Adult Day Care -- TFL does not pay 

for either medical care or supervision 

in adult day care centers. 

 Hospice -- TFL covers hospice care but 

it is offered as an alternative to further 

medical treatment. 

 

 
TRICARE for Life Qualifications 

 

1. Age—Veterans or their family members 

must be at least 65 years of age to be eligible 

for TRICARE for Life. However, there is an 

exception for younger individuals if they are 

enrolled in Medicare already as a result of a 

disability. 

2. Disabilities / Health Requirements—A 

senior veteran’s disability status, service-

connected or otherwise does not affect their 

eligibility for TRICARE for Life.  

3. Family Status—Family or marital status 

does not play a role in TRICARE for Life 

eligibility. One exception is surviving  

spouses that have re-married, which means 

they are no longer eligible. Divorce or  

death of the new spouse does not enable  

them to regain their eligibility as it does  

with the CHAMPVA for Life program.  

4. Financial Requirements—Applicants  

and/ or their surviving spouses with any  

level of financial resources and income  

are eligible for TRICARE for Life.  

5. Veteran Status—One cannot have been 

dishonorably discharged. 

 

 

 

6. Other Requirements—Military retirees 

and / or their spouses must be enrolled in  

 

Medicare Part A, which is: Medicare’s hospital 

insurance, and Medicare Part B, which is 

Medicare’s medical insurance, to be eligible 

for TRICARE for Life.  

 

 

Assisted Living Options Under TRICARE 
As you or a loved one ages, you may find that 

getting to doctors’ offices is more difficult or 

more frequent. TRICARE offers several 

options to help you get the care you need. 

- Skilled nursing care is covered by 

TRICARE in the U.S. and U.S. Territories 

within skilled nursing facilities if you have 

a hospital stay of three or more days. 

Remember, you’re an outpatient until the 

doctor formally admits you into the 

hospital. You become in patient on the day 

you’re formally admitted to a hospital with 

a doctor’s order. The day of discharge also 

doesn’t count as an inpatient day.  

 - If you can stay home, but still need 

assistance, you may decide home health 

care is best for you. Home health care is 

provided by nurses, nurses’ aides, or 

therapists who come into your home to 

help you with medication or other services. 

Physical, speech and occupational 

therapists can visit to help you function 

better. Medical social service workers can 

visit to make sure you receive proper care. 

Coverage is the same as Medicare for these 

services.  

 - Hospice care is care for those who are 

terminally ill. It emphasizes supportive 

services such as pain control and home 

care. When you choose hospice care, 

you've decided that you no longer want 

care to cure your terminal illness or your 

doctor has determined that efforts to cure 

your illness aren't working.  



 
 

 

Western New York Fall 2017 Newsletter 

 

 

TRICARE and Medicare don’t cover assisted 

living facilities or long-term care. Remember, 

long term care is care that you need if you can 

no longer perform everyday tasks by yourself 

due to a chronic illness, injury, disability or 

the aging process. Plan ahead and research 

long-term care insurance, like the Federal 

Long Term Care Insurance Program before 

you need it. 

 

 

Tailgate Party at VA Hospital 
By Stanley Lichwala 

CDR U.S. Navy (Retired) 

 

Our annual Western New York Chapter 

“Tailgate Party” for the patients at the Buffalo 

VA Hospital is scheduled for Sunday, 

November 12
th

 at 1:00 p.m. The Bills will be 

playing the New Orleans Saints. 

 

Please plan on baking some homemade 

cookies for the patients who are looking 

forward to pizza, wings, pop and cookies 

during the game. Chapter members and 

spouses are welcome and should plan on 

arriving at Freedom Hall on the 3
rd

 floor 

between 12:30 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. This year 

we will be joined by representatives from 

Home of the Brave who will be providing t-

shirts, thank you and gift cards for the patients. 

 

Previous “Tailgate Parties” have been very 

successful and greatly appreciated by the 

patients. If you can attend, please call me, 

CDR Stan Lichwala, at (716) 639-7225. 

 

Your support of our V.A. patients is greatly 

appreciated. The VA Hospital still needs 2018 

calendars for the patients’ rooms, but they can 

no longer accept books because of limited 

storage space. Thank you for your past book 

donations and we look forward to accepting 

your calendars at the Annual Meeting. 

 

 

Online Dues Payment 
By Stanley Lichwala 

CDR U.S. Navy (Retired) 

WNY Chapter Treasurer 

 

Again this year when you get your annual 

chapter dues statement, you will be able to pay 

your chapter dues online. All you need to do is 

go to www.moaa.org click on Chapters and 

Council and then click on Chapter Dues. The 

one-year renewal fee is $16 and your Board of 

Directors has provided a discount for members 

who want to renew for more than one year. 

The fee for a two-year renewal is $30 and for a 

three-year renewal the fee is $44. Those 

choosing to make charitable contributions may 

also do so online. MOAA national has 

provided this service at no cost to our chapter 

and our membership is encouraged to use this 

new and secure capability. Please use the 

online payment as much as possible because 

national may eliminate this program if more 

members do not use it. 

 
 

Legislative Liaison Report 
By Anthony F. Caruana 

Brigadier General U.S. Army (Retired) 

 
Due to the unfortunate passing of our 

Legislative Liaison Chairman, LTC Dennis 

Beagle, on January 24, I have been asked to 

temporarily serve in his place. Dennis did an 

outstanding job organizing meetings with our 

congressional leaders to facilitate legislation 

that MOAA National selects which is 

favorable to military personnel and our 

families. 

 

Each year MOAA selects key pieces of 

legislation to petition our elected federal 

legislators on our behalf. In early spring, the 

presidents of each state’s Council of Chapters 

convene in DC for what they call “Storming  

http://www.moaa.org/
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the Hill” to meet with their legislators on these 

items. 

 

Then MOAA charges each local MOAA 

chapter to visit our local congressional leaders 

at their home offices during their summer 

break each year in July and August to reinforce 

these key issues. 

 

This year provided a real challenge to meet 

with our legislators as the president kept them 

in DC through July and threatened to keep 

them there through August as well. 

Fortunately, we were able to schedule some 

appointment time during the last week of 

August when they finally came home. 

 

Volunteers from our MOAA Chapter 

accompanied me to these meetings. I want to 

thank Colonel Bob Pecoraro and Chief 

Warrant Officer 4 Richard Scalfani for their 

great efforts in helping me present our key 

issues. 

 

We were very fortunate to meet with all four 

of our representatives and /or their key staff 

members on August 30 before the end of their 

time home. 

 

Our first meeting of the day was with 

Congressman Chris Collins and his chief 

staffers at 9:15 a.m. in his Williamsville office. 

We then traveled to Exchange Street in 

Larkinville for an 11:30 a.m. meeting with 

Congressman Brian Higgins’ key staffers and 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand’s regional 

representative, Jim Kennedy. Finally, at 12:30 

p.m., we met with Senator Minority Leader 

Charles Schumer’s chief legislative aide, 

Jordan Nicholson, in Senator Schumer’s office 

on Elmwood Avenue.  

 

After explaining that MOAA represents over 

6,300 members in New York State, over  

 

 

40,000 military retirees (54% over the age of 

65), over 176,400 TRICARE eligible in New 

York State, and thousands of active duty, 

reserve, and national guard members and their 

families, I thanked our representatives for their 

past support. However, I impressed upon them 

that their continued support is crucial to three 

main issues that MOAA feels are critical 

matters for sustaining retention and readiness 

in our Armed Forces, the core of our national 

defense.  

 

We then presented the three key issues. I 

addressed the FY 2018 Defense Bill and 

Elimination of Sequestration and to End 

Harmful Defense Cuts. Col. Pecoraro 

discussed Prevention of Disproportional 

TRICARE Fee Hikes. CW4 Scalfani discussed 

Elimination of the “Widows Tax” (SBP-DIC 

Offset). 

 

We were well received by all of our 

representatives. We left them with 

documentation to support our MOAA 

positions on these issues. Hopefully, the new 

Congress will consider the impact of taking no 

action, especially on the Defense 

Authorization Bill. Our service members need 

Congress to have a thorough understanding of 

the challenges they face and the sacrifices they 

endure. They likewise deserve a commensurate 

compensation and benefits package that is 

reliable and consistent, not one that is tweaked 

from year to year, for the purpose of seeing 

how much money can be extracted and applied 

elsewhere.  

 

On another note, it is very important that we 

and our spouses send in the cards and letters to 

our legislators, printed from time to time in the 

MOAA Military Officer Magazine. These 

really make a positive impact on our efforts. A 

small personal note is also very effective in 

ensuring that they are read.  



We will start the evening with dinner at Pane’s Restaurant 
984 Payne Ave in North Tonawanda  

at 1630 (4:30 PM). 
We will order off the menu and each person will be responsible 

for their individual tab.   

After dinner, drive to the Riviera Theater to enjoy  
the award winning American Legion  Post 264 Band of the 

Tonawandas at 67 Webster Street in North Tonawanda.   
The show begins at 1930 (7:30 PM). I will order the tickets 
($10 per person) and will collect the money and distribute  

tickets at Pane’s Restaurant during dinner.    
 

To facilitate the purchase of tickets for the concert, 
 I need to have your final commitment  by 1 November.   

Email me at Balunis@roadrunner.com 
We look forward to hearing form you! 

 
       Sincerely, 
       Ingrid Balunis 
   

Please Join MOAA of WNY   
As We Celebrate  

Veterans Day 12 November 2017 

mailto:Balunis@roadrunner.com


         MOA of WNY 
          ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 

     
  

 

Date:  Saturday, 2 Dec 2017 
 

Time:  1800 TO 2130 HRS. 
 

Where:  Knights of Columbus 

   2735 Union Road 

   Cheektowaga, NY 14227 

   (716) 683-3635 
 

One Hour Open Bar: 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

     mixed drinks, house wine, draft beer, soda, coffee 
 

Cocktail Buffet:  6:00-7:00 p.m. 

     fruit, cheese & vegetable tray on arrival 
 

Family Style Dinner: 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
Roast Beef & Boneless Breaded Pork Chops 

Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy 

Green Beans Almondine 

     Dessert—Banana Cream Pie 

     Coffee, Tea 
 

Annual Meeting:  8:15 p.m. 
 

Cost:    $35.00 per person 
 

RSVP NLT:   24 November 2017 to jnbuffy@verizon.net 
 

Spouses/Guest Included 
 

Check PAYABLE To:  MOA OF WNY 

MAIL TO:   CDR Stanley Lichwala 

      28 South Castlerock Lane 

      East Amherst, NY 14051-1492 
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